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   Morris College fully understands that success is no accident.  That is 
why we do all we can to ensure that students have an opportunity to 
succeed.  Even the college’s mission statement was amended to further 
re�ect our ongoing quest of “preparing students for successful careers 
and services.” It reads: “Morris College is an accredited, four-year, 
coeducational, residential, liberal arts and career-focused institution 
awarding baccalaureate degrees in the arts and sciences and in career-
based professional �elds.” 
   Various expansions to the campus support our e�orts to improve the 
quality of many of the college’s current programs and facilities.  The 
completed Forensic Center will greatly bene�t our students majoring in 
Criminal Justice.  The current two-story additions to the Wilson-Booker 
Science Building will enhance instruction for our Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) programs.  The following are 
awaiting construction: a new student health and wellness center 
which will bene�t students studying in the health sciences and 
recreation administration programs, a new three-story, twin towers 
residence hall which will alleviate those instances where students are 
sometimes housed three to a room; and a new administration building.  

These new facilities and expansion projects are all part of the college’s 
aim to o�er students more and will strengthen our position as an 
academic center of higher learning.  Also, a new physical maintenance 
plant is completed and houses the maintenance sta� and supplies.  
Its vehicular bay will provide shelter for the buses used to transport 
students to various events. Other improvements to the college include 
the creation of a retention pond, the paving and upgrade of remaining 
gravel parking lots, and the continued improvement to the college’s 
infrastructure. 
   We realize, of course, that bricks and mortar are not all that are 
needed to ensure a quality program.  On September 19-21, 2011, an 
on-site review committee for the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools Commission of Colleges (SACS) visited the campus as part of 
the college’s ten-year rea�rmation of accreditation.  We will inform 
our constituents of the accrediting agency’s o�cial noti�cation when 
it is received.  Additional programs that have achieved specialized 
accreditation are Business Administration and Organizational 
Management. Both are accredited by the Association of Collegiate 
Business Schools and Programs (ACBSP).  The college’s Teacher 
Education Program has successfully met the rigorous standards set forth 
by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) 
and remains nationally accredited.  The program’s accreditation was 
also rea�rmed by the South Carolina State Department of Education.  
The next NCATE visit is scheduled for 2017.
   Building upon a strong foundation laid by our founders, the college 
has gone far beyond its original mission of training preachers and 
teachers for the pulpits and schools of the state and nation.  Today, 
hundreds of our graduates have added to the ranks of professionals 
and business and military persons.  Because of the many positive and 
exciting things the college is doing to ensure an institution that is 
career-focused and career-based, we urge your generous support of 
this year’s Fall Harvest Rally. This rally gives all of us the opportunity to 
show others how much we value and appreciate what Morris College 
is doing.  It will be held on Saturday, November 19, 2011 at 10:30 A. M. 
in the Garrick-Boykin Human Development Center.    
   Thank you for investing in us.  Your resources help maximize our 
e�orts to continue developing students’ potential and capabilities.  
Working together, the caliber of academic programs will be improved 
and “preparing students for successful careers and services” will be our 
mission.   
    Again, thank you and God bless you all.

Luns C. Richardson                                                                                                                            
President   



Morris College continues to make signi�cant strides in 
its endeavors to provide students with a well rounded 
academic experience.  The Morris College Forensic Cen-
ter, with its hands-on focus, exempli�es the institution’s 
philosophy of “Preparing Students for Successful Careers 
and Service.”  
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Giving is only a “click” away...
For your convenience, the College o�ers online giving.  

All you need to do is click the “Giving” icon in the upper right 
corner of the screen or select “Making A Contribution” under 

the Alumni section of the college’s web site at 
www.morris.edu

For more information contact the 
O�ce of Institutional Advancement at 803-934-3260
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photographed by Katherine MugFEATURE STORY: INSPIRING TEACHERS

Jessica Morgan & College Professor,
Dr. Irene Singletary

JESSICA MORGAN, STUDENT: I have always known that I wanted to be a teacher, but it wasn’t until I met Dr. Irene Reed
Singletary at Morris College that I realized exactly what kind of teacher I wanted to become.  I knew Dr. Singletary for three years,
during which she taught me two classes: Methods for Teaching English in a Secondary Classroom and Methods and Materials
for Teaching in a Secondary Classroom.  Her classes were anything but ordinary.  Instead of simply lecturing to the students
for an hour, she would review textbooks with us, page by page and then turn and say to us, “Now you do it.”  She not only
wanted us to learn the methods of teaching, but she wanted us to understand the rationale behind each method and exact-
ly how and why they were effective.

Everything about Dr. Singletary inspired me personally and she became a blueprint for the model teacher I hoped one day
to become.  She was so compassionate and wanted every student in the class to succeed.  Dr. Singletary had this magical
way of making every person in the room feel special while still giving equal time to each of her students.  Her teaching style
was so exceptional because she didn’t care how much time she had to spend on any one subject, she would
stay put until every student understood.  Amazingly, she asked that we let her know if there was anything we
felt she could do to improve her own teaching. 

Even after I graduated college, Dr. Singletary proved to be (and still proves to be) a guiding light in my life.
After college, I had to take the Praxis 2 examination (a teacher certification exam), and the first time I took it,
I didn’t pass.  Failing that test made me question my lifelong dream of becoming a teacher.  I felt defeated,
so I contacted Dr. Singletary and she reminded me that in chasing a dream, there would be pitfalls, but that
I should never give up and that I could accomplish anything.  She encouraged me to take the test again,
even helped me prepare, and has continued to be a mentor throughout my teaching career.

If I had to name the most valuable thing Dr. Singletary has taught me, it would be to always believe in
yourself and that you can do anything you set your mind to.  Anything is possible when you pursue
your dreams and it doesn’t hurt to have someone in your corner, like Dr. Singletary.

DR. IRENE SINGLETARY, TEACHER: I was Jessica Morgan’s teacher for only
one semester, during which I taught her two courses, but I soon came to view her as one
of my many children at Morris College.  When I first met Jessica, she came across as very
intelligent, opinionated, and vocal with a quick temper.  After we got to know each other
on a more personal level, we began spending more time together and I could see that
she was also a responsible, dependable and caring young lady.  

At the end of our semester together, Jessica wrote a composition explaining how she
benefitted from the class and in it, she said that after taking my classes, she had learned
to look at life in a completely different way.  That was when I first realized what an impact
I had made on her.  I am so humbled that she believes that I touched her life in such a spe-
cial way.  I consider her one of my children, as I do all of my students, who, in return fondly
refer to me as, “Momma.” 

My teaching career is the most important part of my life. It satiates a hunger within me to make
a difference in the lives of young people. It allows me to be of service to others and to experience
success every time they do. Really, to me what I gain from teaching seems selfish, for what I get
from my students far exceeds what they believe they may get from me. I am exhilarated each time
I hear about their successes, and I share their pain when they experience hardships. Once I have
taught students, I am forever connected to them.  I still communicate with some of my students
from the very first group I taught in 1970. They become a part of my life. Teaching is not just facili-
tating the content of a subject. It is impacting life and inspiring character.

I believe that I was able to have an impact on young people’s lives because I sincerely love and
care about them. I do not try to gain their friendship, just their respect, which is really easy for me,
because I try to present myself with honesty and integrity. When I learn that they have done some-
thing inappropriate, I speak with them about it and listen when they need to share. When they do
well, I celebrate their successes as well.

If I could give any advice to new teachers, I would tell them to make sure that their desire to
teach comes from the heart.  Go the extra mile to help and to get to know students per-
sonally, because it is through love and respect that positive influence flourishes.    

If I were to relive my life, I would choose the very same career—teaching.

Jessica Morgan (student, top) is from
Bennettsville, SC.  She went to high school

at Marlboro High where she later taught
9th grade English.  A Morris College

graduate, Jessica is currently pursuing
her Masters in arts and teaching in sec-

ondary English education.  She is the
proud mother her two-year-old daughter,

MaKenzie

Irene Reed Singletary, Ed.D. is married to
Norman Singletary.  She has been an

educator for 41 years and was the
Associate Professor of Education and the

Director of Teacher Education at Morris
College.  She enjoys traveling, singing,

and participating in the music ministry at
Savannah Grove Baptist Church.
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   This year’s graduates were a part of history 
as the institution celebrated its 100th 
Annual Baccalaureate Commencement 
Convocation on Saturday, May 7, 2011 at 
the newly renovated Sumter County Civic 
Center.  The convocation address for this 
momentous occasion was delivered by the 
Honorable Judge Glenda Hatche�.
 In addition to her rousing message, 
graduates were beaming with pride as 
they celebrated the success of obtaining a 
college degree.

2011 Presidential 
Citation Recipients

Phillip M. Baldwin
Pastor, Bethlehem Baptist Church

William E. Cureton, Sr.
Pastor, St. Peter Missionary Baptist Church

Mary G. Eaddy
Retired Educator

Barbara Roman Jackson
Accomplished Mathematician and MCNAA

Robert L. Ragin
Retired Educator

Minnie G. Samuel
Educator

Willie Wright
Pastor, New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church

John Young, Sr.
Pastor, St. Paul and St. Thomas Grove Baptist Churches

HONORARY DEGREE
The Honorable Glenda Hatchett

Doctor of Laws
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2 0 1 1  L I S T  O F
BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE
**Shantay Jessica Alston    Sociology    St. Helena Island 
*Charles Bellamy, III  Cum Laude   Criminal Justice    Johnston
**Alicia Nicole Benjamin    Sociology    Bishopville
**Dreylan Dre’NeKa Blanding Cum Laude  English     Sumter
Christopher Dewitt Boyd    Criminal Justice    Eastover
*Latricia Monique Brooks    Criminal Justice    Dalzel
*DeVaughn Tyrone Brown  Cum Laude  English     Lancaster
*Luis Anthony Brown    Criminal Justice    Columbia
Stephanie Louise Brown    English     Sumter
Grashawn Monique Coleman   Criminal Justice    Timmonsville
Ali Sta�ord Cooper  Cum Laude   Pastoral Ministry    Camden
Kimberly Michelle Davis Cum Laude  Criminal Justice    Sumter
Natosha Miranda Davis Cum Laude  Criminal Justice    Cheraw
Courtney Andrea Dixon    Criminal Justice    Greenville
Arcadeus Jerome DuBard  Cum Laude  Criminal Justice    Columbia
Quianna Nyene Dukes    Sociology    Summerton
Shamel Eric Duncan Cum Laude   Criminal Justice    Sumter
De`Siree Corinthia Edwards   Political Science    Florence
Antwon Ira Ford     Sociology    Dillon
Ann Marie Frierson  Magna Cum Laude  Christian Education   Sumter
Shatavia Monique Gilliam Magna Cum Laude  Criminal Justice    Edge�eld
Keith Alexander Graham  Cum Laude  Criminal Justice    Lake City
*Quintellea Catherine Grant   Criminal Justice    North Charleston
Drake Anthony Holmes    Criminal Justice    Trenton
Johnna Lashea Jackson    Criminal Justice    Sumter
Michael Sherrod Jackson, III   English     Lamar
Murray Antonio Jacobs, Jr.   Criminal Justice    Cruz Bay St. John, VI
Brittany Simone Johnson    Sociology    Manning
Jessica Ambrialle Jones    Criminal Justice    Moncks Corner
Janelle Leandrea Livingston   Sociology    Columbia
Shari Lakia McCray  Cum Laude   Sociology    Pineville
Jayla Kayosha McDaniel Cum Laude  Criminal Justice    Dalzell
Jessica Yvette Lanora Myers  Cum Laude  Sociology    Kingstree
Kenneth Jeremy Maurice Paige   Criminal Justice    Marion
**Joel Antione Pressley    Political Science    Kingstree
Shemeka Shonte’ Prince Cum Laude  Sociology    Olanta
Rodney R. Rabb     English     Sumter
Janiéce Arthea Richardson Summa Cum Laude  English/Secondary Education  Sumter  
**Racquel Latriece Robinson   Sociology    Lobeco
*Angela Lashawn Sackel    Criminal Justice    Sumter
Quantez Antonio Stephenson   Criminal Justice    Hartsville
Kevin Eric Suggs     Criminal Justice    Sumter
**Roneshia Eileen Torrence Magna Cum Laude  Sociology    Charleston
Davida Elaine Weeks    Sociology    Sumter
*Antonio Jarade White Cum Laude   English     Great Falls
William Earl Whitlow, Jr. Cum Laude  Political Science    Ellenwood, GA8
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Antoryia Kasheida Wilkins   Cum Laude  Sociology    Hartsville
Isaac Wilson, III     Political Science    Florence

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS DEGREE
*Lionel Carter     Broadcast Media    Kingstree
Latosha Patrece Lucas Cum Laude   Mass Communications   Conway
*Jamaal Linrell Martin    Mass Communications   Sumter
Asa Parks, III     Broadcast Media    Greenwood

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE
Mitrissa Sharena Addison  Cum Laude  Biology     Turbeville
Eula Sheila Aikens    Organizational Management  Pinewood
**Linell Elmore Anderson    Organizational Management  Sumter
Shaquilla Ritchell Anthony   Biology     Aiken
Terence Emanuel Ballard    Mathematics    Summerton
Nykiesha Nyresha Baulkman Cum Laude  Recreation Administration  Bridgeport, CT
Willie Mae Bradley    Organizational Management  Summerton
Demario Donte Burch    Biology     Je�erson
Demetrius Jermaine Butler Cum Laude Business Administration   North Charleston
Ayesha Lateefa Cancel    Biology     Clinton
Marcus Brandon Clark    Business Administration   Cross
*D’Var Sinclair Cockrum    Recreation Administration  Roundo
**Marilyn Marie Sansbury-Cooper   Organizational Management  Camden
Erika Taylor Crosby Cum Laude  Organizational Management  Sumter
Virmella Zsaskai Curry   Cum Laude  Biology     Holly Hill
Felicia Demetree Davis    Health Science    Nesmith
 *Shara Franta Dennis Cum Laude  Business Administration   Rembert
Lance Anthony Drew    Business Administration   Lancaster
*Tyrell Jarone Dukes    Business Administration   Kingstree
Catlin Leon Edwards, Sr.    Health Science    Hartsville
Michelle La`Keidra Evans    Organizational Management  Hartsville
Sentoria-Latavia Michelle Felder   Biology     Hamer
Antar La’Mar Fisher    Business Administration   Charleston
Kim Precious Gamble  Cum Laude  Health Science    Sumter
Khela F. Gilmore     Business Administration   North Charleston
Richard Allen Glover, III    Health Science    Johns Island
*Danya Marshay Grant    Biology     Conway
Sandra Ross Grant    Health Science    Dalzell
Damien Kiontaye Harris    Recreation Administration  Lancaster
Katherine Deshawn Harris    Health Science    Decatur
Sammie Antonio Harry    Organizational Management  Lynchburg

**Rashod Tareek Helton MagnaCum Laude  Biology     Sumter

**Courtney Shánavia Hollin   Health Science    Columbia
*Toya Janeé Hunter    Health Science    Columbia
Shanika Rochelle Justice    Biology     Accokeek, MD
**Barnett Alex Keitt    Organizational Management  Columbia
Gloria Rose-Lee     Organizational Management  Sumter

THE UPDATE
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Zinnamon Donnie Lowery   Organizational Management  Sumter
*Alfreda Shanetta Lucas    Biology     Hartsville
Crystal Elizabeth Mack  Cum Laude  Business Administration   Sumter
Barbara Martin     Organizational Management  Sumter
**Shakeya Sandrea McClintock Magna Cum Laude Biology     Florence
Rufus McCollum, III    Business Administration   Bennettsville
**Jessica Shanti McCoy Magna Cum Laude  Mathematics    Wedge�eld
Charles Ray McLeod    Recreation Administration  Sumter
Eboni Charise Muldrow    Health Science    Moncks Corner

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE
*Shamekia Shantell Oliver    Biology     Manning
Ameisha Evonne Owens    Health Science    Kingstree
Crystal Gale Pack Cum Laude   Health Science    Manning
**Yolanda Shirean Pack    Organizational Management  Gable 
*Christopher Jamaal Posley   Health Science    Ware Shoals
Kendra Shanika Powell    Biology     Hollywood
Jennifer Danielle Quinn Cum Laude  Health Science    Summerville
Brittany Elease Reed    Business Administration   Georgetown
Twillow R. Rhodes  Magna Cum Laude  Biology     Sumter
Danielle Michelle Richardson   Health Science    Kingstree
Shadrach A. Roper    Business Administration   College Park, GA
LaQuesta Genine Dukes-Samuel Cum Laude Organizational Management  Sumter
Sylvia Shonta Samuel    Organizational Management  Sumter
*Willie LaGrant Scott,III  Cum Laude  Business Administration   Farmville, VA 
**Courtney Jessica Vashauntese Singleton    Biology     Murrells Inlet
Latosha Kanesha Singleton   Biology     North Charleston
Derron Solomon     Biology     Sumter
Cherise Monique Spann    Organizational Management  Manning
Thomas McCoy Spencer    Business Administration   Sumter
**Shermica Deborah Stukes   Organizational Management  Summerton
Lettie Ann Hicks Taylor    Organizational Management  Wedge�eld
Tavia Patrice Upson    Health Science    Edge�eld
Melvin Lamar Vaughn    Recreation Administration  Decatur, GA
Maria Danielle Waller  Cum Laude   Biology     Eatonton, GA
Justin T. West     Recreation Administration  South Bend, IN
Curtis Dale White, II  Cum Laude   Mathematics    Seneca
*Michelle Jameka Whitlow       Health Science    Sumter
Amanda Latoya Williams    Biology     Greenwood
**Barbara Lorayne Ravenell Williams   Organizational Management   Sumter
**Mary Linda Lance Wright   Organizational Management  Georgetown
Shemika Alexandra Zuell Magna Cum Laude  Organizational Management  Sumter

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE IN EDUCATION
Andrew Cedric Little, II Cum Laude   Elementary Education   Sumter
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One day a�er a milestone “Eightieth 
Birthday,” Retired Chief Justice Ernest 
A. Finney, Jr. was the guest speaker for 
the college’s Who’s Who Convocation 
in collaboration with the President’s 
Lecture Series on March 24.  He 
urged students to, “Always remember 
Morris College as the bridge that 
brought you across.”

�e Honorable Stephen “Steve” 
Benjamin, Mayor, City of Columbia; 
was the speaker for the spring semester 
Freshman Class assembly on April 14.  
In his address, he motivated students 
to use their God-given gi�s and to 
“step up and show the world what you 
(they) are made of...”

Dr. Julianne Malveaux, President, 
Bennett College for Women, was the 
keynote speaker for the college’s Honors 
Convocation on February 3.  During 
her address she told students, “You are 
the leaders we are waiting for.” “I am 
grateful to young people who chose to 
dedicate themselves to excellence in 
their studies.”

Dr. and Mrs. N. LaMonte Newsome 
celebrated their �rst Pastoral Anniversary 
at the Mount Carmel Baptist Church in 
Gainesville, FL. At the special request 
of the honorees, President Richardson 
delivered the morning message on July 
17. Dr. and Mrs. Newsome formerly 
served as associate professors in the 
Division of Religion and Humanities.  

   During the worship service at Sandy 
Grove Missionary Baptist Church, 
Bennettsville, SC on May 29, 2011, the 
Marlboro County Council presented 
President Richardson with a proclamation 
proclaiming May 29th as “Dr. Luns C. 
Richardson Day.”  In it, he was recognized 
for his many accomplishments and for 
giving Morris College greater academic 
recognition and distinction.
   Dr. Richardson was also presented with a 
resolution, sponsored by Senator Kent M. 
Williams, from the Senate of the State of 
South Carolina; a plaque from the Marlboro 
County Morris County Alumni Chapter (Mrs. 
Brenda Dixon, President) for his “visionary 
guidance and undaunting leadership;” and 
a plaque from the congregation at Sandy 
Grove (Reverend Gilbert Wilson, Pastor) for 
his “many years of service as an educator.”
    On August 27, the South Carolina 
Coalition For Voter Participation awarded 
Dr. Richardson the Reverend B. J. Whipper 
Community Service Award during its 
annual state dinner in Charleston, SC. The 
late Dr. Whipper was a former member of 
the Board of Trustees, a strong supporter of 
the college, and a distinguished leader and 
pastor.  He was the husband of Dr. Lucille S. 
Whipper.
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   MorrisCollege students majoring in criminal justice now have a leg up 
on learning how to analyze DNA, check �ngerprints and run ballistics 
tests thanks to a new center opened on campus Tuesday. 
   It was an occasion for faculty, community leaders, local government 
of�cials and city and county law enforcement personnel to see a facility 
that will expand educational opportunities and job skills in the Sumter 
area. 
   Think of it as CSI: Sumter, said the facility’s new director. 
   After about three years of planning and a year of construction, the 
Morris College Criminal Justice Forensic Center opened Monday during 
a ceremonial ribbon cutting. The $1.6 million facility will act as a 
supplement to criminal justice majors by helping them hone their skills 
in DNA analysis, ballistics, latent prints and other forensic techniques. 
   Before now, aspiring law enforcers had to either learn those skills 
either on the job or outside of Sumter. The new forensic center will 
change that, allowing students to get one to two years of forensic 
analysis experience before going into the �eld of law enforcement. 
   “That on-the-job training is important, but you always have to have a 
foundation, and this is where they get that foundation of understanding 
and to learn why they do what they do,” said forensic center Director 
Carlotta Stackhouse, a 25-year veteran of the State Law Enforcement 
Division. “Local law enforcement will have a ready-made trained staff, 
and also the facility is open for their use. Even though they do have their 
own forensic lab, we have some of the technology they don’t have, and 
we can share knowledge bases.” 
   Stackhouse, who retired from SLED about a year and a half ago, was a 
major who worked as assistant lab director. She also received a master’s 
degree in chemistry from Furman University. 
   Having the ability to keep students in the area to learn these 
techniques could bene�t local law enforcement agencies, said 
Stackhouse. 
   “After they graduate from college, they would have to be hired into 

a law enforcement agency, and from there they would have to be 
trained. They either have to go to classes sponsored by the DEA (Drug 
Enforcement Administration) or FBI to learn those techniques. The 
advantage here is you have that training on site,” she said. 
   There are about 100 criminal justice majors at Morris College, 
according to Stackhouse, and many of them will be utilizing the facility’s 
resources before they graduate in spring 2012. Senior Elon McBride is 
one those students. 
   “I’ve always had a love for law enforcement, I loved “CSI” and stuff like 
that. I’ve always wanted to be a part of it,” she said. “I’m ecstatic to have 
something like this at our disposal. It’ll be great to be able to do so many 
of these things hands on.” 
   Having improved technology on hand and the potential for increased 
manpower are aspects of the facility Sumter Police Department Deputy 
Chief Russell Roark and Sumter County Sheriff Anthony Dennis said 
they’re excited about. 
   “There are high expectations in law enforcement now, particularly 
given all the TV shows and the assumptions that we’ll have all the DNA 
evidence back before the end of the hour ... this better helps us pool our 
resources and have a potential pool of candidates we may be able to 
reach out to in the future,” said Roark. 
   Dennis said he is excited about the prospect of dipping into a pool of 
well-trained criminal justice majors, but was also happy to keep much of 
the investigative process local. 
   “It certainly enhances what we do here through our local law 
enforcement,” said Dennis. “Now we don’t have that turn around or that 
waiting time we would have with sending everything to a state lab. We 
can have that facility here locally, and that in turn will help speed up our 
judicial process.”
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Storm Water Management Project/Retention Pond 
(CNA Construction and Pioneer Landscaping)  March 2011

The storm water management project includes a new retention pond, 
lighted asphalt walking path, irrigation system, landscaping and a 
stormwater system to handle run-o� for the campus.   This project 
was essential for the successful development of future projects. As 
part of this project, West College Street was re-graded and paved in 
June 2011. 

Solomon Jackson Sr., William McKinley Bowman Sr., Raymond Carolina Physical Plant 
(Clement Contracting) August 2011

Work was completed on the new 10,500 square foot physical plant which includes four o�ces, a  break room, �le storage, general storage 
areas, a wood working shop, HVAC repair shop, lawn  maintenance area and a four bay garage for buses and golf carts. A certi�cate of 
occupancy was issued in August 2011.  The Solomon Jackson Sr., William McKinley Bowman Sr., Raymond Carolina Physical Plant was funded 
from the generous $10 million dollar gift from Solomon Jackson, Jr.  The physical plant bears the name of Mr. Jackson’s late father and two 
departed ministers whom Jackson greatly admired. 

Wilson - Booker Science Building Addition 
(Harrington Construction Company, Inc.)

Construction is underway for the 8,320 square feet two story addition 
to the existing Wilson- Booker Science Building and consists of a 
seminar room, four new o�ces, two classrooms, two science labs, 
two research labs, and supporting storage and preparation areas.  The 
project will include minor modi�cations to a �rst �oor classroom and 
a second �oor science lab. 
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   The 2011 Summer Component of the Morris College 
Upward Bound Program commenced on June 8th with a 
Parent Orientation and Information Session in the Neal-Jones 
Auditorium. 
   Forty (40) students from seven (7) target schools, Sumter 
High, Lakewood High, Crestwood High, East Clarendon, 
Lee Central, Manning High, Scotts Branch High, in three 
surrounding counties made up the enrollment of the 2011 
Summer Component.  
   As required by the Department of Education, students were 
exposed to a variety of academic, cultural and college tour 
experiences. 
   The Summer Component, unlike the Tutorial Enrichment 

Component, is designed to give students an infusion of subject matter exposure in the basics, Mathematics, Reading, Social Studies, Spanish, 
Science, Language Arts  over a six-week period of time on the college campus. 
   Students also are given help in assuring success with the state mandated test, HSAP (High School Assessment Program) that they must pass 
before receiving a high school diploma. 
   During the 2011 Summer Component, Upward Bound students got a chance to participate in various workshops based on the adopted 
program theme, “Building a Better You”. Topics ranged from resume writing, proper manners, biographical sketches of very important 
Americans who helped to shape the country, cultural awareness issues, how to get a passport to a talent show where students were able to 
expose their talents in singing, dance, fashion and impersonations of famous entertainers. 
   One of the most important components of the summer program is the  opportunity a�orded Upward Bound  students to live in  resident halls 
and having  the opportunity of taking advantage of all the facilities on campus that are available to regular college students. This valuable 
opportunity gives students an edge that will pay great dividends when it is time for them to enroll in a college of their choice. 
   The 2011 Summer Component ended with a college tour in the Charlotte, North Carolina area and a recreational trip to the Carowinds theme 
park.
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President Richardson Challenges Students at Annual Fall Convocation 
“Get Interested, Get Focused, Get Organized, Get Busy, Get Committed”
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   On March 16, 2011, the College sponsored its Delta Mu Delta (DMD) 
International Honor Society in Business Administration installation 
and induction ceremonies. During the program, Dr. Jim Edwards, 
Region III representative on the DMD National Board of Directors, 
formally installed the Lambda Omicron Chapter, which is the institu-
tion’s o�cial chapter of DMD.  
   Dr. Edwards also rendered the DMD installation ceremony for the 
chapter’s new honorary, alumni, and student members. The honor-
ary members installed included President Richardson, Dr. Leroy 
Staggers, Academic Dean; Dr. Richard L. Smith, Division of Busi-
ness Administration Chairman; Dr. James Ibe, Associate Professor 
in the Division of Business Administration; Ms. Cindye T. Richburg, 

MCMI-Advance Program Director; and Mr. James Franklin Moore, 
Morris College Business Advisory Council Chairman. A total of 
18 alumni were installed. They were: Anita M. Blassingame, 
Georgette Burgess, Kenyell Carson, Yolonda Holmes-Echols, 
Lisa Jackson-Epps, Joyce Gamble, George Ann Grimmage, 
Irene Lucky Harris, Sherolyn Jackson, Robin Jackson, Tracey 
Lewis, Lori Link, Shana Martino, Johnnie Moore, Daisey 
Richardson, Elanda Ross, Shameeka Simmons, and Julia 
Triplett. The students installed included: Demetrius Butler, 
Whitney Nelson, Victoria Neumon, Theresa Presley, Wilveria 
Sanders, Jalisa Singleton, and Shemika Zuell. 
   Founded in 1913, Delta Mu Delta is the International Honor Soci-
ety for business school programs accredited by Accreditation Council 
for Business Schools and Programs at the baccalaureate/graduate 
level. The organization was incorporated in 1952, and in 1963 was 
admitted to membership in the Association of College Honor Societ-
ies. In addition to the lifetime recognition that membership brings, 
DMD promotes higher scholarship in training for business and rec-
ognizes and rewards scholastic achievement in business subjects.  
   Dr. Smith and Ms. Richburg serve as DMD Advisors for the Lambda 
Omicron Chapter.
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   On Saturday, November 19, 2011, the college will host its Annual 
Fall Harvest Rally and Worship Service in the Garrick-Boykin 
Human Development Center.  Sponsored by the Baptist Educational 
and Missionary Convention of South Carolina, President Benjamin D. 
Snoddy has announced that the Reverend Dr. T. DeWitt Smith, Jr. 
will be the speaker for this year’s rally.
   Dr. Smith, senior pastor of the Trinity Baptist Church of Metro Atlanta, 
Decatur, GA, preaches and lectures extensively across the nation and 
has preached and lectured internationally.  He is the author of several 
books that have been acclaimed as bene�cial, helpful, and practical 
tools for the local church and its ministries.      
   The immediate past president of the Progressive National Baptist 
Convention, Incorporated (PNBC), Dr. Smith, in August 2006, was 
elected and installed as the convention’s 18th president during its 45th 
Annual Session held in Cincinnati, Ohio.  During his presidency, he led 
PNBC in establishing a Prison Ministry, Young Pastors Division, Church 
Development Department, Pastoral Care for Pastors, Social Action and 
a Public Policy Ministry.  He has been a part of the PNBC family for over 
thirty-seven years.   
   Dr. Smith currently serves as a board member for the Morehouse 
School of Religion of the Interdenominational Theological Center 
(ITC) and chairs the Constitutional Ministry in the New Era Missionary 
Baptist State Convention of Georgia, Inc. (New Era), to name a few.  
He is also the recipient of numerous awards and is an inductee in the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Morehouse College Board of Distinguished 
Preachers.
   Born in Chicago, IL, Dr. Smith is a graduate of Judson College (Elgin, 
IL) with a Bachelor of Arts degree and Ashland Theological Seminary 
(Ashland, OH) with the Master of Divinity and the Doctor of Ministry 
degrees.  He and his lovely wife, Aretta A. Smith, are the parents of 
four children: Darin, Derrick, Tonya, and Tamara, and the grandparents 
of twelve.
   The parade will begin at 1:00 p. m.  For more information about the 
Fall Harvest Rally and Worship Service, call the O�ce of Institutional 
Advancement at (803) 943-3260. 

NiCole Williams married Dr. Leonzo D. Lynch on July 9, 2011.  Several 
members of the Morris College family participated in the marriage 
ceremony including President Richardson, who rendered the prayer 
for the bride.  Mrs. Lynch is the college’s immediate past director of 
public relations and Dr. Lynch is the senior pastor of Ebenezer Baptist 
Church.  They reside in Charlotte, NC. 
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   Attorney Ronnie Alan Sabb delivered a moving address at the Honors Day Convocation 
on Thursday morning. His words motivated students to go beyond where they are to 
where they need to go. 
   He informed students that despite the fact that many may discourage achievement 
and “snicker” at their e�orts to strive for success, “achievement is still signi�cant. It is the 
core of all those things that represent progress, not only here and nationally but in the 
world.” 
   Second, Sabb said, “Be willing to accept criticism with some level of warmth. Criticism 
is a healthy thing if it challenges you.” He did caution them to have a good �ltering 
system for criticism. “Know what to accept and know what to discard.” 
   As he continued, Sabb confessed that he was moving away from his notes to share 
what was on his heart. Wanting to clearly convey that challenges will be on the road to 
opportunity, he shared personal obstacles he faced on the way to acquiring a college 
degree and later obstacles that arose after graduation, as well as those encountered 
at law school. He noted these “stumbling blocks are stepping stones. Do not let them 
hinder you. Know who you are and whose you are.”  Sabb advised students to make 
tough choices and be willing to listen and engage with those who are older and more experienced. “Allow your territory to be enlarged”. He 
enlightened them that it is ok to accept help but “have the fortitude to move beyond to a position where you can be of help to someone else.” 
   He also challenged students to move from thinking about the short term to preparing for the long term; to develop a plan for the years to 
come.  He encouraged them to do as he did when the challenges came.   He said he had a God-conversation. “If God does not say yes to your 
request, he will say yes to something better for you.” 
   To all students, those with honors and those who have yet to achieve honors he instructed, “Be willing to challenge yourselves. Do not let the 
fear of failure stop you from going beyond.” THE UPDATE

47
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   Capstone presentations are an integral part of the senior year experience, especially for 
those graduating seniors enrolled in a senior seminar (Capstone) course. Each student 

enrolled is required to conduct thorough research on a designated topic speci�c to their 
respective major area of study. At the culmination of each semester, students are then 

required to make a formal Capstone presentation. 

   Students from �ve academic divisions have been recognized for having the 2010-
2011 Most Outstanding Capstone Presentations. They are: Division of Natural 

Sciences and Mathematics - Brandon Middleton and Maria Waller; Division of 
Social Sciences - Arcadeus DuBard, Antwon Ford, and Isaac Wilson; Division 

of Religion and Humanities - Dreylan Blanding, Tiana Brooks, Ann Maria Frierson, 
Edward Patterson, and Brittney Samuel; Division of Business Administration - Keitt 

Barnett, Demetrius Butler, and Yolonda Pack; and the Division of Education - Shannon 
Harris, Andrew Little, Charles McLeod, and Robin Walters.

   President Richardson o�cially installed the newly elected Student Government Association (SGA) o�cers and other student-leaders who will 
serve during the 2011-2012 academic year.  

   The SGA O�cers are: Kennard Jones, SGA President; Daniel Wilson, First Vice President; Aposia Singleton, Second Vice President; KeyTara 
Pinckney, Secretary; Kayla Adkins, Assistant Secretary; Ebonie Harris, Treasurer; Alexis Bradley, Business Manager; Curtis York, Parlia-
mentarian; and Anthony Caldwell, Chaplain.  Maranda Greene was selected as the Student Representative to the Board of Trustees. 

   Kwadashea Cummings is Miss Morris College and her attendants are Chariti Crum, First Attendant; and Veronica Rolon, Second 
Attendant.
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   The IMARA Woman magazine in honor of its 11th year, re-
cently hosted an elegant evening that celebrated the mile-
stone. In addition to celebrating its varied accomplishments 
throughout the decade, they also presented several awards 
and scholarships to students attending the state’s HBCUs.  
    The 2011 Morris College IMARA Scholar was Kierra Parker (pictured 
center) who received the BlueCross BlueShield Scholarship. Parker, an 
early childhood education major, is a member of the Morris College 
Honors Program.

   Two Morris College students were awarded scholarships during 
the Eighth Annual UNCF Salute to Education Gala held in Greenville, 
SC on March 11, 2011. The two students were Kennard Jones and 
Tevin D. Smith, both students are business administration majors.  
    Jones was awarded the Etta Gray First Generation Legacy Scholar-
ship. This scholarship honors the memory and legacy of Etta Gray, and 
was established to empower disadvantaged African American youth 
in their pursuit of higher education. Smith was awarded the Jolly 
Foundation Scholarship, which is awarded to students from the state’s 
Upstate area and is distributed to students based on scholastic perfor-
mance and �nancial need.

   Chariti Crum, a Morris College rising 
Junior, has been awarded a UNCF 
Mellon Undergraduate Fellowship. She 

will receive the following undergraduate student stipends: 
Summer Institute Stipend, $3,900; Academic Term Stipend, 
$1,800 per semester ($3,600 per year); Junior Summer 
Stipend, $3,900; and a Fellows Travel Allowance of $600 
per year. During her senior year, she will be awarded $400 
for GRE Preparation and an additional $400 for a Research 
Fund Stipend. 
   Crum, a sociology major, participates in the Morris College 
Honors Program. She is also a member of the Morris College 
Cheer Squad, the Xi Rho Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, and was recently elected as the First Attendant to 
Miss Morris College 2011-2012. 
   Dr. Reginald A. Bess, chairperson of the Division of 
General Studies, is the college’s Campus Coordinator for the 
UNCF Mellon Undergraduate Fellowship Program; and Dr. 
Robert Carter, associate professor of sociology, will serve as 
Crum’s mentor during the fellowship period.
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Marquice Clark, Gavin Singleton, and Michael Small participated in 
the Call Me MISTER 2011 Summer Internship program at Clemson 
University. Michael Small received the Outstanding Teacher Award 
for his e�orts during the internship. MISTERS participating in the 
internship are required to work with a diverse population of low 
income students in the development of their academic and social 
skills.

   The Morris College ROTC currently has 17 cadets in the program. Senior Dekendrick Summerson was appointed by USC ROTC to serve as Cadet 
Commander for Hornet Company for the 2011-2012 year.  
   The Unit served at the recent Coronation of Miss Morris College and at the American Education Week Assembly Program Posting and Retiring 
the Colors.  They have also served as tour guides for Campus Connect Recruitment Activities.
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Date Opponent Location Team Time
NOVEMBER

4
Morris College Lady Hornets Classic
Morris vs. University of Virginia-Wise

Sumter, SC Women 8:00p.m.

5
Morris College Lady Hornets Classic
Morris vs. Emmanuel College

Sumter, SC Women 4:00p.m.
5 Emmanuel College Sumter, SC Men 12:00 p.m.
8 Brenau University Gainesville, GA Women 6:00p.m.

11
Jack Souther Classic
Morris vs. Lee University 

Cleveland, TN Women 8:00p.m.

12
Jack Souther Classic
Morris vs. Shorter University 

Cleveland, TN Women 8:00p.m.

11
Livingstone College Classic
Morris vs. Livingstone College

Salisbury, NC Men 8:00p.m.

12
Livingstone College Classic
Morris vs. Pfei�er/Catawba

Salisbury, NC Men 2:00p.m.
14 Emmanuel College Franklin Springs, GA Women/Men 6:00p.m./Noon
16 Newberry College Sumter, SC Women 6:00p.m.
18

Zaxby’s Tip-O� Classic
Morris vs.Francis Marion University 

Florence, SC Men 8:00p.m.

19
Zaxby’s Tip-O� Classic
Morris vs.Chowan University 

Florence, SC Men 8:00p.m.
23 North Carolina Central University Durham, NC Women/Men 5:30p.m & 7:30p.m.
28 Brewton-Parker College Sumter, SC Men 8:00p.m.
29 Brenau University Sumter, SC Women 6:00p.m.

DECEMBER
1 UNC-Pembroke Pembroke, NC Women/Men 5:30p.m. & 7:30p.m.
3 University of West Georgia Carrollton, GA Women 7:00p.m.
3 Livingstone College Salisbury, NC Men 4:00p.m.
9 St. Thomas University Miami, FL Women/Men 5:30p.m. & 7:30p.m.

10 Florida Memorial College Miami, FL Men 4:00p.m.
JANUARY

10 College of Coastal Georgia Brunswick, GA Women/Men 5:00p.m. & 7:00p.m.
12 Talladega College Talladega, AL Women 5:30p.m.
19 Concordia College Sumter, SC Women/Men 6:00p.m. & 8:00p.m.
21 Newport News College Sumter, SC Men 4:00p.m.
26 Voorhees College Sumter, SC Women/Men 6:00pm./8:00p.m.
28 Virginia University at Lynchburg

Homecoming
Sumter, SC Women 2:00p.m.

28 Livingstone College
Homecoming

Sumter, SC Men 4:00p.m.
30 Coker College Sumter, SC Men 7:30p.m.

FEBRUARY
1 Talladega College Sumter, SC Women 6:00p.m.
4 Southern Polytechnic Univ. Marietta, GA Women/Men 2:00p.m. & 4:00p.m.
8 Francis Marion University Florence, SC Women 5:30p.m.

11 Brewton-Parker College Mt. Vernon, GA Women/Men 2:00p.m. & 4:00p.m.
18 College of Coastal Georgia Sumter, SC Women/Men 2:00p.m. & 4:00p.m.
20 Voorhees College Denmark, SC Women/Men 5:30p.m. & 7:30p.m
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5 Years
Ms. Terrecenia Bristol

5 Years
Ms. Gloria Frederick

5 Years
Ms. Gwendolyn Hicks

5 Years
Ms. Ti�any McCants

5 Years
Mr. Calvin Prince

5 Years
Mrs. Quanda D. Sims

5 Years
Mrs. Tracy Stewart

10 Years
Mrs. JoAnn Dennis

10 Years
Mr. James Jenkins

10 Years
Mr. Rudolph Wheeler

15 Years
Mrs. Louella Davis

25 Years
Ms. Dorothy Cheagle

25 Years
Coach Gilbert Wilson

30 Years
Ms. Margaret Bailey

30 Years
Dr. Richard Smith

35 Years
Mrs. Daisy Whittleton

45 Years
Dr. Radman Ali

NOT PICTURED:

5 Years
Mrs. Janet A. Awosanya

10 Years
Ms. Wanda Gregg

15 Years
Mr. Bernard Williams

5 Years
Ms. Mosetta Ragin

10 Years
Reverend James Jamison

20 Years
Mr. Theodore Mosley

5 Years
Mr. Willie Singleton, Sr.

10 Years
Ms. Wendy Sharper
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New Faculty And Staff

Dr. Vanessa Lancaster
Assistant Professor and 

Director of Teacher Education
Division of Education

Ms. Ashantay Prioleau
Maintenance Employee

Business Support Services

Dr. R. Babatunde Oyinade
Associate Professor

Divsion of Religion and Humanities

Dr. John P. Lillis
Assistant Professor

 Division of Social Sciences

Mr. Lorenzo Rivers
Admissions Counselor

O�ce of Admissions and Records

Ms. Loleta Woods
Admissions Clerk

O�ce of Admissions and Records

BUSINESS SUPPORT SERVICES
Mr. Joe Adger, Security O�cer

Mr. Harry Brunson, Maintenance Assistant
Mr. Vernon Harvin, Maintenance Assistant

Mr. James McGill, Security O�cer

DIVISION OF RELIGION AND HUMANITIES
Dr. Sandra M. Palmer, Associate Professor 

Ms. Vicky Sutton-Jackson
Director of Public Relations

O�ce of Institutional Advancement
NEW FACULTY AND STAFF: NOT PICTURED
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photographed by Katherine MugFEATURE STORY: INSPIRING TEACHERS

Jessica Morgan & College Professor,
Dr. Irene Singletary

JESSICA MORGAN, STUDENT: I have always known that I wanted to be a teacher, but it wasn’t until I met Dr. Irene Reed
Singletary at Morris College that I realized exactly what kind of teacher I wanted to become.  I knew Dr. Singletary for three years,
during which she taught me two classes: Methods for Teaching English in a Secondary Classroom and Methods and Materials
for Teaching in a Secondary Classroom.  Her classes were anything but ordinary.  Instead of simply lecturing to the students
for an hour, she would review textbooks with us, page by page and then turn and say to us, “Now you do it.”  She not only
wanted us to learn the methods of teaching, but she wanted us to understand the rationale behind each method and exact-
ly how and why they were effective.

Everything about Dr. Singletary inspired me personally and she became a blueprint for the model teacher I hoped one day
to become.  She was so compassionate and wanted every student in the class to succeed.  Dr. Singletary had this magical
way of making every person in the room feel special while still giving equal time to each of her students.  Her teaching style
was so exceptional because she didn’t care how much time she had to spend on any one subject, she would
stay put until every student understood.  Amazingly, she asked that we let her know if there was anything we
felt she could do to improve her own teaching. 

Even after I graduated college, Dr. Singletary proved to be (and still proves to be) a guiding light in my life.
After college, I had to take the Praxis 2 examination (a teacher certification exam), and the first time I took it,
I didn’t pass.  Failing that test made me question my lifelong dream of becoming a teacher.  I felt defeated,
so I contacted Dr. Singletary and she reminded me that in chasing a dream, there would be pitfalls, but that
I should never give up and that I could accomplish anything.  She encouraged me to take the test again,
even helped me prepare, and has continued to be a mentor throughout my teaching career.

If I had to name the most valuable thing Dr. Singletary has taught me, it would be to always believe in
yourself and that you can do anything you set your mind to.  Anything is possible when you pursue
your dreams and it doesn’t hurt to have someone in your corner, like Dr. Singletary.

DR. IRENE SINGLETARY, TEACHER: I was Jessica Morgan’s teacher for only
one semester, during which I taught her two courses, but I soon came to view her as one
of my many children at Morris College.  When I first met Jessica, she came across as very
intelligent, opinionated, and vocal with a quick temper.  After we got to know each other
on a more personal level, we began spending more time together and I could see that
she was also a responsible, dependable and caring young lady.  

At the end of our semester together, Jessica wrote a composition explaining how she
benefitted from the class and in it, she said that after taking my classes, she had learned
to look at life in a completely different way.  That was when I first realized what an impact
I had made on her.  I am so humbled that she believes that I touched her life in such a spe-
cial way.  I consider her one of my children, as I do all of my students, who, in return fondly
refer to me as, “Momma.” 

My teaching career is the most important part of my life. It satiates a hunger within me to make
a difference in the lives of young people. It allows me to be of service to others and to experience
success every time they do. Really, to me what I gain from teaching seems selfish, for what I get
from my students far exceeds what they believe they may get from me. I am exhilarated each time
I hear about their successes, and I share their pain when they experience hardships. Once I have
taught students, I am forever connected to them.  I still communicate with some of my students
from the very first group I taught in 1970. They become a part of my life. Teaching is not just facili-
tating the content of a subject. It is impacting life and inspiring character.

I believe that I was able to have an impact on young people’s lives because I sincerely love and
care about them. I do not try to gain their friendship, just their respect, which is really easy for me,
because I try to present myself with honesty and integrity. When I learn that they have done some-
thing inappropriate, I speak with them about it and listen when they need to share. When they do
well, I celebrate their successes as well.

If I could give any advice to new teachers, I would tell them to make sure that their desire to
teach comes from the heart.  Go the extra mile to help and to get to know students per-
sonally, because it is through love and respect that positive influence flourishes.    

If I were to relive my life, I would choose the very same career—teaching.

Jessica Morgan (student, top) is from
Bennettsville, SC.  She went to high school

at Marlboro High where she later taught
9th grade English.  A Morris College

graduate, Jessica is currently pursuing
her Masters in arts and teaching in sec-

ondary English education.  She is the
proud mother her two-year-old daughter,

MaKenzie

Irene Reed Singletary, Ed.D. is married to
Norman Singletary.  She has been an

educator for 41 years and was the
Associate Professor of Education and the

Director of Teacher Education at Morris
College.  She enjoys traveling, singing,

and participating in the music ministry at
Savannah Grove Baptist Church.
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your dreams and it doesn’t hurt to have someone in your corner, like Dr. Singletary.

DR. IRENE SINGLETARY, TEACHER: I was Jessica Morgan’s teacher for only
one semester, during which I taught her two courses, but I soon came to view her as one
of my many children at Morris College.  When I first met Jessica, she came across as very
intelligent, opinionated, and vocal with a quick temper.  After we got to know each other
on a more personal level, we began spending more time together and I could see that
she was also a responsible, dependable and caring young lady.  

At the end of our semester together, Jessica wrote a composition explaining how she
benefitted from the class and in it, she said that after taking my classes, she had learned
to look at life in a completely different way.  That was when I first realized what an impact
I had made on her.  I am so humbled that she believes that I touched her life in such a spe-
cial way.  I consider her one of my children, as I do all of my students, who, in return fondly
refer to me as, “Momma.” 

My teaching career is the most important part of my life. It satiates a hunger within me to make
a difference in the lives of young people. It allows me to be of service to others and to experience
success every time they do. Really, to me what I gain from teaching seems selfish, for what I get
from my students far exceeds what they believe they may get from me. I am exhilarated each time
I hear about their successes, and I share their pain when they experience hardships. Once I have
taught students, I am forever connected to them.  I still communicate with some of my students
from the very first group I taught in 1970. They become a part of my life. Teaching is not just facili-
tating the content of a subject. It is impacting life and inspiring character.

I believe that I was able to have an impact on young people’s lives because I sincerely love and
care about them. I do not try to gain their friendship, just their respect, which is really easy for me,
because I try to present myself with honesty and integrity. When I learn that they have done some-
thing inappropriate, I speak with them about it and listen when they need to share. When they do
well, I celebrate their successes as well.

If I could give any advice to new teachers, I would tell them to make sure that their desire to
teach comes from the heart.  Go the extra mile to help and to get to know students per-
sonally, because it is through love and respect that positive influence flourishes.    

If I were to relive my life, I would choose the very same career—teaching.
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William Sinkler, Class of 1960, was honored 
by the City of Salem School Board on January 
11, 2011.  Their resolution recognized him for 
his “service to the children of Salem and the 
city of Salem School Division.”  Praised as the 
epitome of a southern gentleman, Mr. Sinkler’s 
commitment to education is felt and respected 
the Commomwealth of Virginia.  A retired 
educator and former principal, he retired from the 
school division’s governing body after nearly two 
decades of distinguished service.  He grew up in 
Eutawville, SC and graduated cum laude with a 
BS degree with a major in biology and a minor in 
chemistry. Mr. Sinkler resides in Salem, Virginia.

Hattie E. Hughes, Class of 1962, is the newly 
elected president of the Woman’s Department 
of the Pee Dee Baptist Association.  Prior to her 
election, Mrs. Hughes served as second and 
�rst vice presidents of the department and 
was appointed to various committees.  She has 
also served on the Education Committee of the 
Woman’s Baptist Educational and Missionary 
Convention of South Carolina.  She presently serves 
on the Darlington County Disabilities and Special 
Needs Board, the Darlington County Disabilities 
and Special Needs Foundation, and the Southside 
Early Childhood School Improvement Council.  
A retired educator, Mrs. Hughes received the 
BS degree with a major in Biology and actively 

William Louis Dunbar, Class of 1966, was 
honored by the New Brunswick Education 
Foundation on June 29, 2011 in recognition 
of his exemplary leadership and community 
service.  An exceptional and distinguished 
educator, Mr. Dunbar formally retired after 45 
years of “phenomenal contributions” to the 
enlightenment and empowerment of students.  A 
humanitarian and giant in the �eld of education, 
he taught English in the New Brunswick public 
schools where he resides.

Annette M. West, Class of 2000, has been 
hired as the Program Chair of Business, for 
Herzing University Online Programs. Dr. West will 
be working remotely, overseeing and managing 
faculty for the institution, throughout the US.

Nathaniel Bess, Sr., Class of 1975, was 
awarded a Master of Divinity degree from the 
Fisher Hill Community Bible College on June 26, 
2011.

Anita Blassingame, Class of 2010, is 
employed with the Sumter County Sheri�’s 
O�ce in the Civil Process/Warrants Division.  She 
will graduate May 2012 from Liberty University 
Seminary with a Masters degree in Arts-Religion 
with an emphasis in Christian Leadership. 

Ernest Benjamin Burroughs, Class of 1964, 
was honored, along with his wife, by the Cherry 
Grove Missionary Baptist Church family for 48 
years of pastoral leadership.  Dr. Luns C. Richardson 
attended the  March 11, 2011 event and brought 
greetings.  He expressed his appreciation to Dr. 
E. B. and Mrs. Doris D. Burroughs for actively 
supporting the college over the years. Their 
commitment to Christian Education shines 
through their faithful service to the church’ 
located in Darlington, SC, and the community.  In 
addition to his pastoral responsibilities and his 
a�liations on the local, state, and national levels, 
he is the director of the Cheraw Extension of the 
Morris College Ministerial Certi�cate Program.  
Dr. Burroughs earned the BS degree with a 
concentration in mathematics and social studies.  
He and his wife reside in Florence, SC.

Mary Eaddy, Class of 1959, was honored as 
the 2011 Marion County Outstanding Woman in 
History.  A special celebratory drop-in in honor 
of Mrs. Eaddy was hosted by the Blue Savannah/
Swamp Fox Chapter of the National Society 
Daughters of the American Revolution and 
Friends of the Marion County Museum on March 
23, 2011.  Each year the Blue Savannah/Swamp 
Fox Chapter selects one local woman whose life 
has had an extraordinary and historic impact on 
the town, county, and state.

Horace Butler, Jr., Class of 1987, a Greenville 
County Magistrate, was recently appointed to 
the Board of Magistrate and Municipal Judge 
Certi�cation Board by the SC Supreme Court.  The 
Board consists of a body of nine Magistrates and 
Municipal judges throughout the state of SC.

Waukeisha Taylor, Class of 2010, married Mr. 
Vance Leon New, Jr. on March 26, 2011 during a 
ceremony held at the Kingsbury Road Church of 
Christ, Sumter, SC.

supports the college through the Hartsville/
Darlington Alumni Chapter as well.  She is married 
to the Reverend Dr. Donald L. Hughes, Sr. (Class of 
), a former member of the board of trustees.  They 
reside in Darlington, SC.
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   The Morris College Charlotte Alumni Chapter participated in a winter service project, 
a pre-college expo and an HBCU college fair for middle and high school students.  The pre-
college expo was held on Saturday, February 19, 2011 from 9:00am to 2:00pm at the Carole 
Hoefner Center located at 610 E. 7th Street, Charlotte NC.  The chapter representatives were:  
Anna L. Brown, Otis Woods, and Dishawn Muldrow.  In addition to Morris College, eleven other 
colleges from the southeast participated.  
   The expo included opportunities for the students to meet college alumni and recruiters, 
complete college applications, learn about taking the SAT and ACT, complete the FAFSA, attend 
�nancial aid workshops, and much more.  

The Morris College Lee County Alumni Chapter presented its Annual 
Tots-to-Teens Pageant on Sunday, May 1, 2011 at Saint Paul United 
Methodist Church in Elliott, SC, where the Reverend Blondell Miller serves 
as pastor.  There were seven contestants vying for the title of Miss Tots-to-
Teens Morris College of Lee County.  Individuals in the photo are:  �rst 
row - Kristina Kennedy, third place winner, and Karnasis Myers; second 
row – President Richardson, Aszan Strong, �rst place winner; Mya Kingston, 
Sharonda Reames, Zakeia King, Brandolyn Rogers, second place winner; and 
Mrs. Altoya Felder-Deas, Alumni A�airs O�cer.

   The Morris College National Alumni Association (MCNAA) sponsored 
a Telethon on the campus, Thursday, March 24 through Saturday, March 
26, 2011.  Dr. and Mrs. Dill Gamble, Jr. served as chairpersons of the 
committee.  Alumni volunteers included:  Mrs. Barbara R. Jackson (MCNAA, 
Treasurer), Ms. Blanch McFadden (MCNAA, 2nd Vice-President), Ms. Bevlin 
A. Y. Collier (former MCNAA, President), Mr. Lorenzo Rivers (Morris College 
Sumter Alumni Chapter, President), Mr. Benny Webb,(former, Morris College 
Sumter Alumni Chapter, President), Ms. Mae Meggie and Ms. Erma Dwyer.  
Members of the Pre-Alumni Councils served as volunteers.  The event 
resulted in $14,000.00 in pledges.   
   The Spring Telethon will be held March 22 – 24. 2012.

The deadline to submit news 

for the Winter/Spring 2012 edition 

of THE UPDATE is 

December 16, 2011.

Photos submitted via email must be 

high resolution .jpeg or .ti� images.
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Sarah Almeta Davis Brewer (1927-2011), 
received the BA degree in English from Morris 
College (1950) and the MS degree in Education 
from South Carolina State University, Orangeburg, 
SC.  She also received certi�cation in Supervision, 
Guidance, and School Law from North Carolina 
Central University, Durham, NC, and SCSU.
   Mrs. Brewer’s educational career ranged from 
head start programs through to the college level.  
She served on the South Carolina State Board of 
Education, National State Board of Education, 
Florence County Instructional Professional 
Development Program, and the South Carolina 
School Counselor Legislative. 
   The South Carolina General Assembly, during its 
114th session, passed a resolution commending 
Mrs. Brewer for her “devotion to education and 
persons with disabilities.”  Her outstanding service 
as a member of the Florence County Disabilities 
and Special Needs Board resulted in the Sarah D. 
Brewer Training Center, located in Lake City, SC, 
being named in her honor (2001).
   Mrs. Brewer, a native of Sumter, SC, leaves to 
cherish her memory her daughter, Gertrude 
Hines, her son John D. Brewer, and other relatives 
and friends. Richard Brown, Sr. (1922-2011), after dutifully 

serving his country during the Korean Con�ict, 
was honorably discharged from the United States 
Army and went on to receive the BS degree in 
Education from Morris College (1953).  Mr. Brown, 
with a passion for helping others, pursued a 
career as an educator and worked for several 
years in Florence County School District Two.  He 
later worked with the South Carolina Department 
of Social Services until retirement.  He was 
just as passionate toward the church and the 
community.  Mr. Brown, a native of New Hope, SC, 
leaves to cherish his memory his sons, Richard Jr. 
and Thurmond; his daughters, Clara and Georgia 
Dixon; and other relatives and friends. 

Nellie Pringle Doby (1939-2011) received the 
BS degree in biology from Morris College (1953).  
Mrs. Doby furthered her studies at Atlanta 
University, Albany State University, South Carolina 
State University, Coastal Carolina University, 
Tuskegee University, and the Citadel.  She 
devoted her teaching career to the Georgetown 
County School District.  Mrs. Doby, a native of 
Georgetown, SC, leaves to cherish her memory 
her husband, Mr. Woodrow Doby, her children, 
and other relatives and friends.

Martha Helen Sizemore Everett (1920-2011) 
received the BS degree from Morris College 
(1954) and studied furthered at South Carolina 
State University, Orangeburg, SC.  Having taught 
for more than 39 years in the Orangeburg County 
School District, she retired in 1979 from Dantzler 
Elementary School.
   Mrs. Everett served many in ministry with her 
husband, the legendary Reverend Dr. T. O. Everett.  

Reverend Dr. Bobby Leroy Brisbon (1935-
2011) received an Associate of Arts degree 
from Norfolk State College and a Bachelor of 
Science degree from Virginia State University 
(both in Biology); Master’s degrees from 
Case-Western Reserve University (Secondary 
Education), Cleveland, OH; the University of 
Virginia at Charlottesville (Biology), and the 
University of South Carolina (Early Childhood 
Education); the Doctor of Education degree 
from Auburn University, AL; and the 
Bachelor of Divinity degree from the former 
Morris College School of Religion (1993). 
   Dr. Brisbon’s 27 years of service to Morris 
College include serving as Director of 
Admission and Records, professor and 
Chairperson of the Division of Education, 

and Director of Teacher Education.  He 
was a�liated with Phi Delta Kappa Honor 
Fraternity in Education, Psi Chi Honor 
Fraternity in Psychology, Alpha Phi Omega 
Service Fraternity, and Alpha Kappa Mu 
National Honor Society.  After retiring in 2004, 
the college dedicated The Bobby L. Brisbon 
Curriculum Resource Room, located in the H. 
H. Butler Building, in his honor on March 27, 
2007.  He was one of the original writers of 
the “Call Me Mister” program and directed the 
college’s program.  A commissioned o�cer 
in the United States Army, he continued 
his military service in Infantry in the Army 
Reserve where he retired as a captain.  Dr. 
Brisbon was an ordained minister and 
was heavily involved in various ministries. 
   President Richardson attended the funeral 
and re�ected upon Dr. Brisbon’s eloquent 
wisdom and insightful scholarship.  He leaves 
to cherish his memory a host of relatives and 
friends.

Deacon Fletcher Lee Evans (1934–2011) 
graduated from Greenville Technical College 
with a major in industrial electronics and 
received the certi�cate of completion from 
the Morris College Ministerial Certi�cate 
Extension Program.  A veteran of the United 
States Army, he was employed by General 
Electric and was a registered barber licensed 
by the State of South Carolina.
   A�liated with numerous religious, civic, 
and community organizations, Deacon 
Evans was a third degree Prince Hall Mason; 
a past president of the Baptist Brotherhood 
Educational and Missionary Convention of 
South Carolina; and a member of the Morris 
College Board of Trustees and the Martin-
Webb Learning Center Board of Trustees. 
   Included among his many awards and 
recognitions are: the Morris College 
Presidential Citation (1991); the South 
Carolina House of representatives Award 
(1994); and the South Carolina House and 
Senate Appreciation Award (1995).
   Dr. Luns C. Richardson, in his tribute, 
hailed Deacon Evans as a great supporter 
and fundraiser who took full advantage of 
matching gift programs to further increase 
�nancial support of the college.  Born in 
Spartanburg, SC, Deacon Evans leaves to 
cherish his memory his wife, Mrs. Shirley M. 
Evans, his loving wife, three children, other 
relatives, and friends.
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Minnie Juanita Gregg (1927-2011) received 
the BS degree in Education from Morris College 
(1950).  After graduating, Ms. Gregg embarked 
upon a 31-year teaching career in the School 
District of Lee County.   A founding member of 
Benjamin Chapter Order of the Eastern Star #346, 
she served with the Lee County Council on Aging 
for several years after retiring from the classroom.  
Ms. Gregg, a native of Bishopville, SC, leaves 
to cherish her memory her daughter, LaTonka 
Williams, and other relatives and friends. 

Justin JaQuione Legette (1991-2011) 
attended Mullins High School where he was an 
outstanding football player.  After graduation 
in 2010, Mr. Legette enrolled at Morris College 
during the 2010 fall semester and was planning 
to pursue a major in Business Administration.  
He was employed by Perdue, Inc. of Dillon, 
SC.  A native of Mullins, SC, he leaves to cherish 
his memory his mother, Ms. Loretta Legette; a 
daughter, Jaliyah Justice Outlaw Legette; other 
relatives and friends.

Leroy McCray (1928-2011) received the BS 
degree Morris College and the Master’s degree 
from Cla�in University, Orangeburg, SC.  A 
veteran of the United States military, Dr. McCray 
was a biochemist technician for Philadelphia’s 

Marie D. Moore (1951-2011) received the BA 
degree in Elementary Education from Morris 
College (1971) and the Master of Education 
degree from the University of South Carolina, 
Columbia, SC.  She was a retired educator whose 
commitment and dedication touched the lives of 
so many people.  She was once elected Teacher of 
the Year at Hopkins Elementary School, Columbia, 
SC.  A member of the Star, she worked diligently 
to help make a di�erence as a mother advisor of 
the Mary B. Thomas girls.  Mrs. Moore, a native of 
Johnson, SC, resided in Columbia, SC and leaves 
to cherish her memory her husband, Mr. Albert 
Moore, two daughters, other relatives and friends. 

An elegant and graceful pastor’s wife who worked 
untiringly with all of her husband’s pastorates, 
she was actively involved with the Woman’s 
Baptist Educational and Missionary Convention 
of South Carolina where she served on the Morris 
College Drive Committee.
She was also a faithful worker with the women 
auxiliaries of the Wateree Baptist Association, 
Lower Division; the Old Ashley Baptist 
Association; and the Sumter Baptist Missionary 
and Educational Association where she serves as 
president and treasurer.
   Mrs. Everett was a�liated with numerous clubs 
and organizations, including the Morris College 
National Alumni Association.  A native of Pickens, 
South Carolina, she leaves to cherish her memory 
a host of relatives and friends.
   Dr. Luns C. Richardson presided over the “victory 
celebration of life” and expressed the college’s 
respect and appreciation for this outstanding and 
godly woman

Reverend Dr. Norman Price Pearson (1928-
2011), a graduate of Barber’s College, Columbia, 
SC and the American Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Nashville, TN, devoted more than �fty 
years of his life to the pastoral ministry.  At the 
time of his passing, he was pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Paris, Taylors, SC; Bethel Hall Baptist 
Church, Hickory Tavern, SC; and New Prospect 
Baptist Church, Williamston, SC.
   Noted for faithful services to the Progressive 
National Baptist Convention, Inc. and the Baptist 
Educational and Missionary Convention of South 
Carolina, Dr. Pearson was Moderator Emeritus 
of the North Enoree E & M Baptist Association, a 
member of the NAACP, a trustee of the Carolina 
Community Civic Center in Williamston, SC, 
a member of the college’s board of trustees 
(1996-2001), and its chairman (2001-2005).  
The recipient of numerous awards, citations, and 

department of Preventive Medicine and later 
became a sanitarian/health inspector in the city’s 
Department of Public Health.  He retired from 
the city as a primary testor of radon gas.  He co-
founded Randals McCray Energy Corp. Inc. and 
served as its executive vice president.  Dr. McCray, 
a native of Sumter County, SC, leaves to cherish his 
memory his wife, Mrs. Betty Thompson McCray, 
two daughters, and other relatives and friends.

recognitions, he received the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Divinity from Morris College (1980).
   Dr. Luns C. Richardson, in his tribute during 
the services, honored Dr. Pearson for having 
profoundly touched countless individuals through 
his philanthropy and friendship.  Dr. Pearson 
leaves to cherish his memory his wife, Mrs. 
Dorothy Chapman, his children, other relatives, 
and friends.

Annie Pinkney Porter (1926-2011) received 
her high school diploma and Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Morris College and did further study 
at South Carolina State University, Orangeburg, 
SC; the University of South Carolina, Columbia, 
SC; and Norfolk State University.  She rendered 
dedicated services in the �eld of education for 
more than 50 years.  She belonged to several 
professional organizations, including the 
Sumter County Education Association, the South 
Carolina Education Association, and the National 
Education Association.  Mrs. Porter, a lifelong 
citizen of Sumter County, SC, leaves to cherish her 
memory her son Barry Porter and other relatives 
and friends.

Pamela Delores Prince (1953-2011) attended 
Morris College, but transferred to University of 
Redlands, Redlands, CA where she earned the 
BS degree.  Ms. Prince operated Pamela Prince 
Productions, an advertising business marketing 
and entertaining company.  She also worked for 
the County of Kern as a program technician, a 
program specialist, and a social worker.  Born in 
Baltimore, MD, she leaves to cherish her memory 
her daughter, Michelle and other relatives and 
friends. 

Odessa Moore Ricketson (1941-2011) was 
educated in the public schools of Williamsburg 
County.  After graduating in 1960 from the 
Williamsburg County Training School (now C. E. 
Murray High School), she attended Morris College.  
Mrs. Ricketson relocated to New York and was 
employed with Verizon (formerly known as New 
York Telephone Company).  Upon retiring, she 
moved back to her native home in Greeleyville, 
SC.  Mrs. Ricketson was married to the late Mr. 
Willie A. Ricketson.  She leaves to cherish her 
memory a host of relatives and friends.
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   The late Thomas L. Moss, a former member of the Morris College Board of Trustees, was 
honored by the South Carolina General Assembly during a Highway Sign Dedication Ceremony 
on May 20, 2011 at Andrew Chapel Baptist Church, Orangeburg, SC, where he was a dedicated 
member and served as chairman of the Deacons Ministry for many years.  In celebration of the 
“legacy of this outstanding son of South Carolina,” a stretch of US highway 301 located between 
Interstate 26 and Homestead Road was named “Dr. Thomas L. Moss Memorial Highway.” Dr. Luns 
C. Richardson was among the many dignitaries attending this momentous event. 
   Dr. Moss was a �eld representative for the South Carolina O�ce of the late US Senior Senator, 
Strom Thurmond.  After graduating from high school, he attended Morris College, but was 
drafted into the United States Army to serve in the Korean War.  Having gained the distinction as 
one of South Carolina’s favorite and highly respected sons, the college conferred upon him the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws (1992) for his contributions as a public servant.  

Dr. Beatrice Gregg Sanders (1916–2011) 
received the BA degree (1939) from Morris 
College and the Master’s degree in group 
dynamics and secondary education (1954) 
from Temple University, Philadelphia, PA; and 
received certi�cation in counseling from the 
University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC. A 
retired educator, Dr. Sanders taught at Rafting 
Creek Elementary School, Rembert, SC; 
Ebenezer High School and the former Moore 
Elementary School, Sumter; and Hillcrest 
High School, Dalzell, SC where she became 
a full-time counselor in 1970.  Upon retiring 
from the public school in 1974, Dr. Sanders 
returned to Morris College as the Director of 
Counseling.
   She served as treasurer of the Woman’s 
Baptist Educational and Missionary 
Convention of South Carolina for 30 years; 
mentored many young ladies through the 
convention’s Young Women’s Auxiliary; served 
as president of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the 
Wateree Baptist Association, Lower Division 

Zack J. Weston (1924-2011), upon his 
return from military service the United States 
Navy during World War II , attended Lincoln 
University, Je�erson City, MO where he earned 

(1955 to 2002); served as assistant secretary 
to the Women’s Department (1978) of the 
Progressive National Baptist Convention; 
and was a�liated with several civic and 
community organizations, including the Beta 
Pi Zeta Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. 
   Morris College named Dr. Sanders Professor 
Emerita in the Division of Education; bestowed 
upon her the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Humane Letters (1983); and had named after 
her, and three other distinguished individuals, 
a new women’s residence hall (1998). Dr. Luns 
C. Richardson served as eulogist and spoke of 
her “unstinted love for the college.”
   Born in the Rembert community of Sumter 
County, Dr. Sanders leaves to cherish her 
memory her son, Mr. David A. Sanders, her 
grandchildren, other relatives, and friends.

the Bachelor of Journalism degree (1949).  
After graduating, Mr. Weston embarked a 
distinguished career in Black media.  He was a 
reporter for the Kansas City Call, a sta� writer 
for the Chicago Defender, and worked for the 
Associated Negro Press.
   Mr. Weston served as Director of Public 
Information at Benedict College (1957-
1990) and upon retirement served as part-
time Director of Public Relations at Morris 
College (1995-2004).  Dr. Luns C. Richardson, 
in his remarks during the funeral services, 
expressed the college’s appreciation to Mr. 
Weston for his reputation for credibility and 
professionalism in helping to promote a 
positive image of the college.
   Mr. Weston, a native of Columbia, SC, 
leaves to cherish his memory one son, four 
daughters, other relatives and friends. 
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Alumni Today 
Morris College Partners with Harris Connect to Produce Alumni Today Publication 
Morris College grads change emails, jobs and locations so o�en that it is hard to keep up with them. We 
have contracted with Harris Connect to update contact information for all Alumni around the world 
so that they can keep up-to-date on news and activities from campus. Harris will also help produce a 
beautiful hardcover publication that will allow Alumni to �nd their old school friends and be used for 
personal and professional networking. 
�e easiest and fastest way to track down an old friend is through the Alumni Today publication, as it 
will include up-to-date contact information. �e publication will feature an introduction with full color 
pictures, prominent Morris College personas and a history of the school. �e publication will also include 
a section for photos and memories from your days at Morris College
Harris Connect is the largest alumni publication company in America. Harris specializes in alumni 
publications and the data needs involved with this type of project. Alumni will be contacted - by phone, 
e-mail and mail - over the next few months to verify and update their contact and career information. 
Your Privacy Is Important 
Morris College values your privacy and treats your information in a secure manner. You decide whether 
or not your personal information is published--make your wishes clear to the representative with whom 
you speak. 
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November 19, 2011
Annual Fall Harvest Rally

December 5-8, 2011
Final Examinations

December 4, 2011
Annual Christmas Concert

January 5, 2012
Spring Classes Begin

January 22-28, 2012
Homecoming Week

February 21-24, 2012
Religious Emphasis Week

February 1, 2012
Middle School Visitation Day

February 8, 2012
High School Visitation Day

February 24, 2012
Mid-Winter Banquet and Rally





Alumni Weekend
Morris College

April 19-22, 2012

Columbia, SC


